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in the old ways, if you want your country to
lead the world, then we need a Government
that is smaller and less bureaucratic, yes, but
one that is still strong enough and committed
to a central goal—not giving things to people
but giving them a chance to make the most
of their own lives, as citizens, as workers, as
members of families, as members of commu-
nities, as citizens of this great country. That’s
what we need. And that’s what we’re working
on. And that’s what’s at stake.

So when you go home tonight, think about
that. Yes, I have worked hard for the econ-
omy because I think people need to have a
chance to make a decent living and because
I think that when people work hard they
ought to believe they can do a little better
every year. But this is about much more than
economics. As I have said many times, if
we’re fortunate enough, any of us, to know
in advance as a gift from God when the last
time we ever put our head on the pillow is,
before we end our life on this Earth, I’ll bet
you anything we won’t be thinking about fi-
nances. We’ll be thinking about what we real-
ly loved—our families, our friends, our chil-
dren—what we cared about, what we did that
made us proud. I want this to be a country
where everybody can feel those things are
within their grasp. That’s what I want. And
we can achieve it. But in our system, the
President doesn’t do that alone. In our sys-
tem, it requires people in the United States
Congress who share a vision and share a
strategy for achieving it.

And I can tell you that I have worked with
Dick Gephardt for years now, and what you
see is what you get. We spent 50 hours to-
gether in budget negotiations in the quiet of
the Oval Office with the Republican leaders
of Congress. He never raised his voice. He
never lost his temper. He never did anything
that you wouldn’t have been very proud of.
But he was always, always sticking up for the
idea that we had to balance the budget, but
we had to do it in a way that would grow
the economy, enhance opportunity, bring
this country together, and leave us all strong-
er. You would have been proud of that. There
was never a reporter, never a camera, never
anything public about it. But his quiet, deter-
mined strength impressed me more even
than I had been in the past.

So you think about that when you go home
tonight. I hope you’ll be proud you came
here. I hope you’ll think your investment was
worth it. And I hope, for the rest of this year,
for the rest of this decade, which is the rest
of this century, you’ll be asking this question
of yourself and answering it, because Amer-
ica, in all probability, will wind up looking
like your vision of it, especially if you work
to realize it.

Thank you, God bless you, and goodnight.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. in the
Trans World Dome. In his remarks, he referred
to August Busch IV, chairman of the board, An-
heuser-Busch Co. This item was not received in
time for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 18, 1996

Good morning. Four years ago, I chal-
lenged America to end welfare as we know
it, to require work, promote responsible
parenting, shift the system from dependence
to independence. Just a few days after I took
office, I met with the Nation’s 50 Governors,
and I urged every one of them to send me
a welfare reform plan that would help to
meet that challenge. In return, I pledged to
waive outmoded or counterproductive Fed-
eral rules that get in the way of reform.

Most of the Governors took me up on that
deal. So in the last 3 years my administration
has granted 38 States welfare reform waivers,
clearing away Federal rules and regulations
to permit States to build effective welfare re-
forms of their own. The State-based reform
we’ve encouraged has brought work and re-
sponsibility back to the lives of 75 percent
of the Americans on welfare.

We’re doing a lot more than signing waiv-
ers. We’ve also pressed ahead on fundamen-
tal reforms to make the welfare system re-
flect the basic values that have stood up so
well for so long, that if you bring a child into
this world, you must take responsibility for
that child; that Government will not sub-
sidize irresponsible or reckless behavior; that
welfare is a second chance, not a way of life.

That’s why I signed a Presidential order
to require Federal employees to pay child
support and increased Federal efforts to en-
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force child support orders across State lines.
I toughened sanctions on welfare and food
stamp recipients who refuse to work. I took
action earlier this month to require teen
mothers to stay in school and sign personal
responsibility contracts if they are to receive
welfare benefits. That’s also why I sent Con-
gress a sweeping welfare reform plan that
would do all this and more.

Our hard work is paying off. America is
in the midst of what the New York Times
has called ‘‘a quiet revolution’’ in welfare re-
form under our administration. The number
of Americans on welfare has dropped by 1.3
million since I took office in January 1993.
Food stamp rolls are down by even more,
and so are teen pregnancy rates. What num-
bers are up? Well, child support collections
have jumped 40 percent, and the number of
people who are required to work as a condi-
tion for receiving welfare is also way up.

Today I’m pleased to report that two
States, Wisconsin and Maryland, are adding
momentum to this quiet revolution. Last
week, Wisconsin submitted to me for ap-
proval the outlines of a sweeping welfare re-
form plan, one of the boldest yet attempted
in America, and I’m encouraged by what I’ve
seen so far.

Under the Wisconsin plan, people on wel-
fare who can work must work immediately.
The State will see to it that the work is there,
in private sector jobs that can be subsidized
if necessary or in community service jobs if
there are no private jobs available. The State
says it will also see to it that families have
health care and child care, so that parents
can go to work without worrying about what
will happen to their children. But then they
must go to work, or they won’t get paid. If
they do work, of course, they’ll have the dig-
nity of earning a paycheck, not a welfare
check. The plan would send a clear message
to teen parents as well. If you’re a minor with
a baby, you’ll receive benefits only if you stay
in school, live at home, and turn your life
around.

All in all, Wisconsin has the makings of
a solid, bold welfare reform plan. We should
get it done. I pledge that my administration
will work with Wisconsin to make an effec-
tive transition to a new vision of welfare

based on work, that protects children and
does right by working people and their fami-
lies.

Maryland also has come up with its own
innovative welfare reform plan. It cracks
down on welfare fraud, comes down hard on
parents who turn their backs on child sup-
port, and helps working parents with child
care so they won’t be driven onto welfare
in the first place.

The reforms in Wisconsin, Maryland, and
other States are very encouraging for two
reasons: First, they give us hope that we can
break the vicious cycle of welfare depend-
ency; and second, because they make it clear
that there is now a widespread national con-
sensus shared by people without regard to
their political party on what welfare reform
should look like. It should be pro-work, pro-
family, pro-independence, responsible. Wel-
fare should be a second chance, not a way
of life.

So the States can keep on sending me
strong welfare reform proposals, and I’ll keep
on signing them. I’ll keep doing everything
I can as President to reform welfare State
by State, if that’s what it takes.

But there’s a faster way to bring this wel-
fare reform to the entire Nation. There are
bipartisan welfare reform plans sitting in the
House and the Senate right now that do what
the American people agree welfare reform
must do: They require welfare recipients to
work; they limit the time people can stay on
welfare; they toughen child support enforce-
ment; and they protect our children.

So I say to Congress: Send me a bill that
honors these fundamental principles. I’ll sign
it right away. Let’s get the job done. Let’s
do it now. Let’s bring welfare reform to all
50 States. Then we’ll move on to the other
challenges we face as we stand at the dawn
of a new century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:40 p.m. on
May 17 at the Italia America Bocce Club in St.
Louis for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 18.
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Remarks to the Pacific Basin
Economic Council

May 20, 1996

Thank you very much. Mr. Tooker, Mr.
Fynmore, Mr. Lees, members of the admin-
istration, my fellow Americans, and our
guests from all around the world. Welcome
to Washington and welcome to Constitution
Hall.

For nearly three decades the Pacific Basin
Economic Council has stood on the cutting
edge of trade, investment, and opportunity.
Today, with 19 member nations from Mexico
to Malaysia, you’re an integral part of this
vibrant Asia-Pacific community. I am espe-
cially grateful for your active support of
APEC.

Today I am pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of three talented Americans to the
new APEC Business Advisory Council: Frank
Shrontz, Susan Corrales-Diaz, and Robert
Denham. I also want to say a very special
thank you to Les McCraw of the Fluor Cor-
poration for his tremendous contribution to
APEC’s Pacific Business Forum over the last
2 years.

The world has changed a lot since 1967,
when PBEC was founded. Superpower con-
frontation has given way to growing coopera-
tion. Freedom and democracy are on the
march. Modern telecommunications have
collapsed the distances between us. The new
global economy is transforming the way we
work and live, bringing tremendous opportu-
nities for all our peoples. So many of these
opportunities and some of our most signifi-
cant challenges lie in the Asia-Pacific region.

Today half the people on our planet live
in Asia. China alone is growing by the size
of Canada every 2 years. Asia contains four
of the seven largest militaries in the world,
and two of its most dangerous flashpoints:
the world’s most heavily fortified border be-
tween North and South Korea, and the re-
gional conflict in South Asia where India and
Pakistan, two of America’s friends, live on
the edge of conflict or reconciliation. At the
same time, the economies of East Asia have
become the world’s fastest growing, produc-
ing fully one-quarter of our planet’s goods
and services.

America has vital strategic and economic
interests that affect the lives of each and
every American citizen. We must remain an
Asia-Pacific power. Disengagement from
Asia, a region where we have fought three
wars in this century, is simply not an option.
It could spark a dangerous and destabilizing
arms race that would profoundly alter the
strategic landscape. It would weaken our
power to deter states like North Korea that
still can threaten the peace, and to take on
problems, including global terrorism, orga-
nized crime, environmental threats, and drug
trafficking in a region that produces 62 per-
cent of the world’s heroin.

Our leadership in Asia, therefore, is crucial
to the security of our own people and to the
future of the globe. It is also important to
our future prosperity. The Asia-Pacific region
is the largest consumer market in the world,
accounting already for more than half of our
trade and supporting millions of American
jobs. By the year 2000 auto sales in Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, and Thailand could equal
our car sales to Canada and Mexico. Over
the next 10 years, Asian nations will invest
more than $1 trillion in infrastructure
projects alone. We can help to shape a re-
gion’s open economic development, but if we
sit on the sidelines we could watch our own
prosperity decline.

When I took office, I had a vision of a
Asia-Pacific community built on shared ef-
forts, shared benefits, and shared destiny, a
genuine partnership for greater security,
freedom, and prosperity. Given all the cur-
rents of change in the region, I knew then
and I know now the road will not be always
even and smooth. But the strategy is sound,
and we have moved forward steadily and
surely toward our goal.

With both security and economic interests
so deeply at stake, we have pursued from
the outset an integrated policy, pursuing both
fronts together, advancing on both fronts to-
gether. Though the end of the cold war has
lessened great power conflict in Asia and in
Europe, in Asia, just as in Europe, a host
of security challenges persist, from rising na-
tionalism to nuclear proliferation, to drug
trafficking, organized crime, and other prob-
lems.
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